
Genealogy In Land Records 
c 2008  Arlene H. Eakle and Linda E. Brinkerhoff 

 

Table of Contents 
Genealogy in Land Records     1 

How to Prove Father/Son Relationship   8 

Creation and Custody of Property Records   9 

British Legislation Affecting the Colonies, 1763-74  10 

Western Land Claims and Cessions by the States  11 

Land Policies of the United States, 1785-1862  12 

Land Policies of the United States, 1785-1916  13 

Map:  Canals in the United States, 1785-1850  14 

Map:  Federal Land Grants for Railroads   14 

Glossary of Public Land Terms    15 

Standard Map Symbols for Land Records  

    And Status Use      16 

Map Sources       18 

US Land Records:  Reading Land Records for 

    Genealogical Evidence to Prove Family Relationships 21 

How to Read Title Deeds     21 

How to Find Your Property on the Ground   21 

Bounty Lands:  Proof of Settlement and Military Service 22 

Study Bibliography      23 

Why Bounty Land Records Are Important   24 

Bounty Land Records Checklist    26 

Georgia Land Lotteries     27 

Map:  Hall’s Original County Map of Georgia  32 

Map:  Georgia—Early Roads and Trails, ca 1730-1850 33 

Kentucky Research:  A Closer Look…   35 

Virginia Land Records in Kentucky and Ohio  36 

Map:  State of Kentucky, 1794    38 

Map:  Atlas of New York Resources    39 

Land Speculation:  New York Research   40 

Publications of the Buffalo Historical Society  46 

Land Company Records Checklist    47 

Double-Entry Bookkeeping     47 

Map:  New York in 1796     48 

The History of Land Titles in Western North Carolina 49 

Judicial Districts in North Carolina    53 

Land Divisions, Early Settlements, and Military Posts 54 

Map:  Land Divisions, Ohio     56 

Virginia Military District Records in the  

    State Land Office      57 

Pennsylvania Land Warrantee Maps    60 

Map:  Improved Part of Pennsylvania   61 



Private Land Records:  Land Companies and Speculators 63 

Checklist of Records:  Land Companies   64 

Land Companies in Pennsylvania    65 

Map:  Pennsylvania—Early Claims of CT, MD, VA  68 

Map:  CT, DE Purchase of the Susquehanna Purchase 69 

Map:  Boundaries of Land Grants and Settlements  72 

Checklist of Pennsylvania Sources    76 

Map:  Pennsylvania, 1780     77 

Map:  County and State Boundaries of the US, 1790  78 

Sources and Records on the Southwest 

    Pennsylvania Frontier     79 

Map:  Ohio, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware, 

    Virginia, and West Virginia County Boundaries  80 

Map:  Outline Map of Virginia Claims in  

    Southwest Pennsylvania     81 

Map:  Western Maryland Railway    82 

Map:  Distribution of South Carolina Habitations, 1776 83 

Tennessee Research      84 

Land Map of Tennessee     84 

Map:  Defunct Counties of Tennessee   84 

Tennessee Civil Jurisdictions     85 

Why Jurisdictions Are Important    87 

Pioneer Possessions      90 

Virginia’s Royalist Elite:  Descent Pedigree   91 

Virginia Law Code, 1748 Revision    92 

Virginia Tax and Rent Rolls:  A Checklist of Evidence 93 

Thousands of Virginians Moved West, 1782-1792  94 

Northern Neck Proprietary:  Rent Rolls, 1721-1780  95 

Process of Patenting Vacant Land in Virginia  96 

Land Ownership Maps, Virginia and West Virginia  97 

Map:  Virginia Military District    100 

Gores        101 

Map:  Gores in Steuben County, New York   101 

Map:  Indiana Land Purchase, 1791-1809   102 

Map:  George Rogers Clark Grant, 1785   102 

Suggested Reading List     103 

 

Map Credits:           

     


